
Fig. 1. One of the scarce letters Frankfurt- Lörrach-(Basel). 
The airmail marking is underlined in red. Cancelled in 
Cronenberg on January 7, 1921 with the unique heretofore 
unknown note in red “Flug-Verkehr eingestellt” (air transit 
canceled). As mentioned, this end of the airmail service did 
not go all the way to Switzerland. 
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by Hugo Ruoss  

A Study of Early Swiss Airmail: A Comprehensive Supplement  

The Swiss Airmail Stamp 30 Rp (F1) with red overprint  

This article was published in the Schweizer Briefmarken Zeitung, 5-612008, and is published here  
with the gracious permission of the SBZ. The translation is by George Struble and Ernest L. Bergman.  

Parts 1 and 2 of this series were published in TELL January and July 2010.  

Abstract: After I asked in SBZ 12/2007 for  

further copies of more interesting examples,  
several letters came in. I thank all who sent  
me copies. Therefore I am writing on  
several further interesting examples.  

The 30-Rp. airmail stamp with red overprint  

occupies a special place among Swiss stamps. At  
first it was only overprinted for flights on the route  

Lörrach-Frankfurt. It could be used also for the  
routes Toulouse- Casablanca and Strassbourg-Prague  

introduced in November 1920, and later on also to  
Warsaw. In the years 1921 and 1922 it could also be  
used without objection for airmail covers  
Switzerland-Paris-London and Geneva-Ziirich-
Niirnberg.  

The decree of November 13, 1919 said "Now  
as before, the airmail stamp (50 Rp.) may not be  

used for regular postage." For the 30-Rp. airmail  
stamp there existed no similar decree.  
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On April 14, 1921, a PTT order in connection  
with airmail service to Casablanca, Prague, and  
Warsaw said "... Besides proper franking, the air-
mail surcharges should be covered with Swiss  
stamps." The 30- and 50-Rp. airmail stamps were  
not specially mentioned.  

Both the 30- and 50-Rp.air mail stamps, be-
came invalid at the end of February 1923 after the  

announcement of a new series of airmail stamps.  

Additionally, the announcement in the PTA of Feb.  
26, 1923, point 11 states: "The Swiss airmail stamps  

in use earlier (red insignia), with values 30 and 50  

Rp., are from this point in time on no longer valid."  

Nevertheless, it is astounding that these  

stamps were indeed allowed to be used after this  
date until the early 1930s without invalidation.  
While the Pro Juventute and other stamps without  
validity after their expiration were invalidated one  

and all, the F1 and F2  (continued on page 10)  

Fig. 3. Letter of May 7, 1921 from Davos-Platz 1 to Berge-
dorf, in the Hamburg district, with mark by airmail. The frank-
ing includes 40 Rp. in regular stamps for regular postage and 
both 30- and 50-Rp. airmail stamps. Someone (the post in 
Basel?) knowing that there was no more airmail service, 
stuck on an Express label. Hence the postage is correct. 
Both airmail stamps were used for the Express rate. Now and 
then this was also handled that way and again in 1919 when 
a flight was grounded. 

Fig. 2. Registered letter from Neuchatel to Frankfurt of Feb-
ruary 11, 1921 with 80 Rp. regular stamps for regular post-
age and registration, a block of four of F1 and two additional 
30-Rp. airmail stamps. Only one airmail stamp was needed. 

Fig. 4. Registered letter of Oct. 9, 1921 from Zug to Danzig-
Langfuhr in the Danzig Free State, with arrival cancel Danzig 
and marking “Durch Flugpost”. Either the sender was of the 
opinion that the Lörrach-Frankfurt line was still in operation, or 
he used the airmail stamp for the airmail connection Berlin-
Danzig, which was active up to Sept. 30, 1921, but unfortu-
nately no longer at the start of October. 
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Recent Liechtenstein  
and Swiss Exhibit  
Winners  
• Charles Bertolacci, "Kasimir Issues of  
Liechtenstein 1920-25," STAMPSHOW 10, silver,  
SEAPEX 10 (Seattle), silver.  

• Anthony Dewey, "Official Stamps for the  
UNEO and International Agencies," AMERI-
COVER 2010, gold, APS 1940-80, United Nations  
Philatelists gold.  

• James Johnstone, "Cross & Numeral," Jo-
hannesburg 10 (South Africa), gold.  

• Charles LaBlonde, "Swiss Post Interna-
tional Activity in Italy, the Baveno Story" (litera-
ture), LUNABA 10 (Luzern), vermeil, NAPEX 10,  
silver, STAMPSHOW 10, silver-bronze, CHICA-
GOPEX 2010, silver; "World War II Airmail from  
Switzerland to Canada, Great Britain and United  

States," FILATELIC FIESTA, gold; "Suspension of  
U.S. Mail to Switzerland 1942-45" (1 frame), FI-
LATELIC FIESTA, vermeil.  

• Harlan Stone, "Postal Services 1862-91,"  
STAMPSHOW 10, C of C prix d'honneur; "Interna-
tional Postage Due Charges 1862-1958," STAMP-
SHOW 10, gold, Helvetia medal; "Advertising  
Officially Imprinted on Postal Envelopes" (1  
frame), STAMPSHOW 10, gold; "Sitting Helvetia  
Proofs and Specimens" (1 frame), BALPEX 10,  

Honors for  Philately of  
Switzerland  

In the first philatelic literature competi-
tion in which our book  Philately of Switzerland  
was entered. it won a gold award. There were  

eight gold awards awarded among the 23 litera-
ture entries in the competition.  

Linn's Stamp News  of December 13 car-
ries a very complimentary review of the book on  
page 3. The review was by Michael Baadtke.  
His lead paragraph cites "... a terrific new book  
... a thorough and enlightening survey ...". He  
describes the treatment of Switzerland's fran-
chise stamps as a good example of the usefulness  

of the book.  

Congratulations especially to Dick Hall,  

and to all the rest of us whose work combined to  

produce this excellent contribution to our litera-
ture!  

gold, INDYPEX 10, grand, gold, APS pre-1900;  
"Hotel Posts" (1 frame), OMAHA 10, best, gold,  
FILATELIC FIESTA 10, grand, gold, American  

Philatelic Congress Award (write-up excellence);  
"International Reply Cards" (1 frame), OKPEX 10,  

vermeil; "Switzerland-to-United States Mail  
Routes 1862-1875" (1 frame), VAPEX 10, gold.  

• George Struble, "Swiss Airmail: the begin-
nings 1913 to 1923," BEBRA (Bern, Switzerland),  

gold.  

• Robert Zeigler, "International Refugee Or-
ganization's Geneva Office, 1948-52" (1 frame),  
INDYPEX 10, silver.  

What Else is Going On?  
by George Struble  

Harlan Stone's report on GABRA V in the  
January 2010  TELL  included reference to Martin  
Baer's monumental new catalog of Swiss post  
cards as well as Dick Hall's review of the catalog.  
Now an 18-page English version of the preface is  
available. It is a printable PDF file at  
www.mbtaxcards.ch/download/PK-Handbuch_eng.pdf   

To Harlan, the most valuable aspect of this  
English introduction is the exact wording of feder-
al resolutions and postal decrees related to the in-
troduction and use of cards. Note that Baer uses  
the term "postcards" in his title whereas in English  

we say "postal cards" for those with imprinted val-
ues and "postcards" for private issues without im-
printed values.  

The more general web page for the project  
is www.mbtaxcards.ch/ Here you can also find a  

link to the Nachtrag, which is the post-publication  
updates.  

You can still order the handbook via Ebay  
or directly at mbtaxcards@gmx.ch . Payment is  
possible with Paypal to mbtaxcards@gmx.ch . The  
price of the set in five ring binders is CHF 280.00  
plus CHF 52.00 for shipping. The contents only,  

without binders, is CHF 230.00 plus shipping cost  
of CHF 52.00.  

Alan Popp, a new AHPS member, reports  
that some Swiss stamps were stolen from a regis-
tered mail bag at the Atlanta airport along with  
other valuable contents. The thief was caught, but  
the registered envelopes containing auction lots  
have not been recovered. If you or someone you  

know is approached by someone trying to sell the  
following Swiss stamps, please notify the postal  
authorities or Bond Enterprises (480) 998-0007.  
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The Scott numbers are  
lot 18245, U four vf copies of No. 10.  
lot 18247 U No.12 vf  
lot 18248 U No. 25 on piece  
lot 18249 U No. 29  
lot 18252 U No. 31  
lot 18258 U 41-50  

These are mostly vf, one fine.  

In a similar vein, of my items not recovered  

from the 2002 theft, the most important and iden-
tifiable are a 1902 Spelterini balloon card and a  
horizontal pair of 1913 Lugano stamps,  with  
double red print on the left stamp only .  

Poll on Most Beautiful  
and Ugliest  

by George Struble  

In the September  TELL,  I invited our  
members to rate the three most beautiful and the  
three ugliest Swiss stamps. I had too few entries  
by press time for the November  TELL  to be worth  
publishing. By now, we have nine replies; that's  
still not many, but I will report the results.  

You should hardly be surprised that the  
stamp elected as most beautiful is the Basel Dove  
— either the original or the 1945 sheetlet.  

Second is the 1945 Pax issue. Several  
stamps of this issue were cited by different people,  

but the 5 fr. Stamp with the praying hands was  

cited most often. I think Karl Bickel would be very  
pleased; he regarded that set as the most impor- 

Favorable Review of  
TELL 
The Fourth Quarter 2010 issue of  The Philatelic  
Communicator  includes a review of  TELL  by Al-
fred Carroccia. His lead paragraph reads "It is  
amazing the amount of philatelic information  

available for even small countries. A perfect ex-
ample is Switzerland which has a rather exciting  

postal history to go with its stamps. This is the  
conclusion the reader of  Tell  should reach after  
reading one of its issues." He concludes with  
"This journal is interesting even if you did not  

collect Switzerland. After reading an issue you  
may find yourself with a new collecting interest."  
The  Philatelic Communicator  is the journal of  
the American Philatelic Society Writers Unit  
#30.  
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tant in his long and distinguished career.  

No other issue got more than one vote.  

The only issues to receive more than one  
vote for ugliest are Z. 1090, one of the 2003 Comics  

stamps, the Aids stamp, Z. 870, and the Cross and  
Numerals set.  

In fairness, I should also report that two  
people protested the term "ugliest;" they say there  
are  no ugly Swiss stamps, only some less beautiful  

than others .  

New Members  
We are delighted to welcome  twelve  new  

members since our last report of May 2010.  

Stephen C. Adler 	Gordon Kaltbrunner  
Illinois 	 Washington  

Merrill G. Culver, Jr 	Dwight Pedersen  
Texas 	 California  

C. M. Draper 	 Alan W. Popp  
Massachusetts 	Florida  

Sylvia Forward 	Robert Rokke  
North Carolina 	Minnesota  

Timothy L. Howard 	Bob Stoner  
New Mexico 	 Pennsylvania  

Thomas Huber 	Larry Williams  
South Carolina 	Washington  
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Matterhorn Meanderings  
by Richard T. Hall  

Friend Michael Rutherfoord has commented that our use of the term "line-perforated" in describing  

the perforations of the 1900 UPU stamp in our book must be carefully explained. The usual interpretation  

of the term is a perforating mechanism that perforates one row or column at a time. Michael correctly  

points out that no postage stamp of Switzerland has ever been perforated in that manner. He goes on to  
say that the Swiss post office, when they began using watermarked paper and perforations for security  

reasons after the silk-thread paper was no longer available, figured that a forger could not afford a complex  

perforating machine and would likely use some sort of line perforating mechanism like a perforating wheel  

that only perforates one row (or column) at a time. Any perforating machine that perforated more than one  

row (or column) would be too expensive for a forger. To implement this decision, they decided that all post-
age stamps would be perforated by the Federal Mint in Bern, regardless of who printed them.  

The Federal Mint purchased a harrow-perforating machine (probably from Hasler) which perfo-
rated an entire sheet of 100 standard-size stamps at a stroke. The operative word for the 1900 UPU issue  

is "standard- size". The first plate for these stamps was made with spacings between stamps on the sheet of  

2.2mm horizontally and 2.4mm vertically. The problem with these spacings is that they were not quite  

correspond to the spacings on the harrow perforator in use. To accommodate this irregularity it was de-
cided to use a couple of old perforator plates. For the horizontal perforations an old perforator plate of  
gauge 11% from 1862 was used, removing all the vertical pins and every other horizontal row of pins. For  

the vertical perforations an old perforator plate of gauge 11 1/2 x 11 from 1891 was used, again removing all  
the vertical (gauge 11) pins. The two plates were oriented at 90 °  to each other giving a final perforation of  
11% x 11 1/2. Of course, now the sheets had to be perforated in two steps, once for the vertical perforations  
and once for the horizontal perforations. These two operations were independent, resulting in the irregular  

corners were normally associate with line-perforated stamps. But the entire sheet was perforated at the  
same time as contrasted to a line-perforated stamp which only a row or column is perforated at the same  
time.  

Realizing the problem produced by the spacing of the stamps on the plate, the printer changed the  

spacings to 2.8mm horizontally and 2.6mm vertically, which corresponded to the standard spacing on the  
existing harrow perforator plates, resulting in the regular corners on the perforated stamps.  

The 1924 UPU issue is another issue of complicated perforations but that's a story for another time.  

Here's the year-end listing of post offices closures and changes:  

1. On November 13, 2010, the post office at 7175 Sumvitg (canton Graubunden) was closed [assumed by  

7166 Trun]  

2. On November 20, 2010, the post office at 1731 Ependes (canton Fribourg) was closed [assumed by 1700  
Fribourg]  

(Continued on page 9)  
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August 1, 1949: The 20c Grimsel Dam Stamp  

by Jean-Pierre Vuilleumier  

(translated by Richard T. Hall)  

In 1942, the engraver Karl Bickel presented an idea for a stamp depicting the Grimsel Dam. This  
idea was accepted by the Post office and initiated a new series of stamps of Swit%erland showing the links  
between modern technology and the landscape. It was to replace the 1936 Landscape Series, whose small  

format had been critici%ed. Twelve subjects were to be designed to be executed by copper-plate engraving,  

of a single color, on white paper, without ornamentation. The new series was to be issued on August 1,  
1949, on the occasion of centenary of the Federal Post Office.  

This article deals only the 20c stamp because of the unique occurrences associated with its produc-
tion. Each of the three types — the original type (Urtype), the re-engraved type, and the coil stamp — re-
sulted from new dies being engraved because of the unforeseen circumstances which are discussed below.  

The Urtype (No. 301)  

Printing of the stamp with the approved design began on Monday,  

May 30, 1949. Production had started, and 900,000 stamps had been  
printed when the quality control manager stopped the printing. He had  

noted that the left part of the design of the stamp showed unjustified reflec-
tions and that the figure of value 20 was not separated enough at the bot-
tom. A Swiss example of perfectionism. Printing was stopped. The plate  

had to be remade from a new die which the engraver amended in four areas:  

1)at the top of the rock: two stronger lines in the lake instead of 3  

2)a line to mark the base of the house  
3)diagonal lines between the 2 and 0 and above the H  
4)attenuating the white on the peak of the rock by deepening the engraving  

This last difference was not announced; it is nevertheless obvious. But it is the first improvement,  

a difference of the number of lines, which identifies a stamp as the Urtype, the others being variable ac-
cording to the pressure during printing.  

Printing with the new plates took place from June 24 to July 9, 1949, in quantities sufficient for is-
suance of the stamp — the common type — on Monday August 1, 1949. But the new stamp was judged not to  

be different enough so that the 900,000 examples of the Urtype had to be destroyed. They were to be re-
tained and delivered later, when the first printing of the common type had been exhausted. The philatelic  

world was unaware of these events and when the stamps with the rare type appeared on Monday Decem-
ber 12, 1949 (the probable date of their release) nobody noticed the "new issue". Therefore no philatelic  

activity, no document reporting this curiosity. It is this which makes the Urtype a rarity. There was noth-
ing to indicate its existence; the post office simply hid what had occurred. Our engraver Bickel, if chal-
lenged, could have specified the nature of the changes he had made on the die, but said nothing. But the  

vigilance of philatelists is proverbial — the phenomenon was discovered in the 2nd half of 1951 (thus two  

years later) and the first articles in the speciali%ed press were published the August 10, 1951 issue of the  

BBZ and in September 1951 in the SBZ. Specialists responsible for the discovery are: W. Frick, H. Elsener,  

and F. Bircher. The Urtype was cataloged for the first time in 1952 by Zumstein (** 300. -)  

I was intrigued by these two stamps and my hunt began. Initially, I sought stamps with cancels  

not obliterating the design so that the differences of the two emissions were apparent. But very soon after  

the discovery collectors wanted to show where the Urtypes had been used and on what dates. I recorded all  

the specimens I saw, saw offered, or published. I continued this until 1993, when I began retaining only  

the stamps where date and source were indisputable (550 examples). In 1993 I published a note on the  

specimens already seen... Distribution of the Urtype had a peak in March and April 1950 and was very un-
equal across the Postal Districts. Certain cities received none, and Districts I and VII received very few.  
There was a resurgence in 1951: in Valais in January, and in Ticino and Basel in the latter half of the year.  

Since 1949 I have collected in my offices in Fribourg and Geneva approximately 2000 Grimsel stamps — no  
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Urtypes were found. At that time, one threw the ordinary stamp out with the junk mail — it is for this rea-
son that, in spite of a printing of 900,000, the Urtype is rare. It is my feeling that less than 1% of the print-
ing survived and much fewer if quality is sought. Letters also were not preserved. I have found only one  

postcard. Pairs, trios, and blocks of four are rare; the strips of five amount to the number of fingers on a  

hand. Use of a mint Urtype in 1952, in ignorance of its scarcity, meant that some letter writers have "sa-
crificed" a lot on money on ordinary surface mail.  

The Three Engravings of the 20c  

Some words concerning the catalogues:  

• ZUMSTEIN correctly presents the Series 297 to 308 including the Urtype as No. 301, in accordance to  
its printing in May 1949. The re-engraved stamp No. 301A is listed later.  

• DEALERS: On the contrary, the re-engraved stamp is included in the series and the Urtype separate-
ly. This is not logical.  

URTYPE: Distribution of the Original Engraving  

It had been claimed that only some offices had been provided with stamps for Type 1. Actually, all  

the Districts received some, as has been well proven, however in unequal quantities. 900,000 stamps is  

1800 pads, which would not have been enough to serve all the 3000 postal offices. Curiously, certain impor- 
tant offices appear to have been deprived: Sion, Lausanne, Neuchatel, Fribourg, Lucerne, Winterthur,  

Schaffhausen, and Bellin%ona.  
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Usage of Type 1 by month 

A little on technique:  
Printing By Rotary Copper-Plate Engraving: Stages of Work  

1. The model is engraved in a steel blank (design reversed)  

2. This plate is bathed at 800 ° in a cyanide bath and then cooled in water to harden it  

3. Transfer the design to a roller die (the design is correct)  

4. Rock in the die onto the printing cylinder at a pressure of five tons to a depth of 0.06 to 0.07 mm  

5. Chrome plate the cylinder. This will allow the printing of from 30 to 40 million postage stamps. Af-
ter the cylinder becomes worn, the chrome is stripped off; the plate is then rechromed, and put back  

into use.  

The Die: The die is rocked in four times over the same spot on the printing cylinder. If one of the  

rocking-in motions of the die doesn't exactly match due to some misadjustment, then a double transfer  

occurs, a phenomenon well-known to philatelists.  

PACKAGING:  

A pad contains 10 sheets = 500 stamps  

A package contains 40 pads = 20,000 stamps  

The packages are delivered by Bern to the large post offices and to the postal districts, which  

then provide them to small post offices according to their needs.  

NB. - This procedure was followed for the TECHNICAL & LANDSCAPE SERIES of 1949. The  

book of the fiftieth anniversary of the printing works of the postage stamps 1930-1980 provides much  

useful information.  

According to statistics based  
on my examination of more than 200  
stamps, Type I stamps were deli-
vered in December 1949, seldom seen  
in January 1950, and more frequent-
ly from February to June 1950, and  
then sporadically after that with an  
unexplainable resurgence in Basel in  
the 2nd half of 1951. My observations  
have been confirmed by those pub-
lished by Frit% Bircher in December  
1985 for 150 stamps.  

The GRIMSEL Cylinder  
562  

Some words on this cylinder  
which was used to print of the Type 1 of the Grimsel stamp: after the first "contested" printing of 900,000  

stamps in June 1949, the engraving was removed so that the cylinder could be reused. The new die was  

rocked in on cylinder 562 and very quickly printing began again. Several printings were made, eight in all,  

the first of which, June 24 to July 9, 1949, was delivered to the postal counters August 1, 1949 for the day  

of issue. After this first delivery was exhausted, the Type 1 printing which had been retained was delivered  

to the post offices on or about December 10, 1949.  

The printings proceeded as follows:  

• second impression from 23 to 27 January 1950  
• third impression from 17 to 25 April 1950  

• fourth impression from 21 Nov to 19 Dec 1950  
• fifth impression from 16 to 21 July 1951  
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sixth impression from 1 to 11 October 1951  
• seventh impression from 1 to 8 December 1951  
• eighth impression from 2 to 7 February 1952  

Cylinder 562 was destroyed in 1954, having  
become unusable. Each printing produced 8 to 10  
million stamps, in total 87 million. Other cylinders produced more than 1500 million stamps.  

Matterhorn Meanderings  
(Continued from page 5)  

3. On November 27, 2010, the following post offices were closed:  
2832 Rebeuvelier (canton Jura) [assumed by 2800 Delémont 1]  
3251 Wengi bei Buren (canton Bern) [assumed by 3054 Schdpfen]  

4. On November 11, 2010, the post office at 1248 Hermance (canton Geneve) was closed  

[assumed by 1222 Vésenaz]  

5. On December 2, 2010, the post office at 5727 Oberkulm (canton Aargau) was closed  
[assumed by 5726 Unterkulm] [K-cancel K1481 was last used on that date]  

6. On December 4, 2010, the post office at 9453 Eichberg (canton St. Gallen) was closed  

[assumed by 9450 Alstätten] [K-cancel K 1068 was last used on that date]  

7. On December 10, 2010, the post office at 8232 Merishausen (canton Schaffhausen) was closed  

[assumed by 8200 Schaffhausen]  

8. On December 17, 2010, the post office at 7543 Lavin (canton Graubunden) was closed  
[assumed by 7530 Zerne%] [K-cancel K1113 was last used on that date]  

9. On December 31, 2010, the post office at 6474 Amsteg (canton Uri) was closed  

[assumed by 6473 Silenen] [K-cancel K419 was last used on that date]  

This last K-cancel was in service for 44 years! That's it for 2010, let's see what 2011 brings.  
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Fig. 5. Registered letter from St. Gallen to Saginaw, Michi-
gan, USA, of June 2, 1921. The letter apparently weighed 
more than 20 grams. The postage was thus one franc (40 + 
40 + 20 Rp.). The airmail stamp was not needed for the 
postage. 

Fig. 6. Registered card from Bern to Prague of May 18, 
1921, flown by CFRNA via Strasbourg to Prague. This time 
no Zumstein letter but a card, correctly franked with Fr. 1.15 
(card 25 Rp., registration 40 Rp., airmail surcharge 50 Rp.) 
with arrival stamp of Prague, May 20, 1921. 

Seldom found on Cover (3)  
(continued from page 2)  scraped out a living hardly ever invalidated! They apparently had a special place.  

Did post offices not know the rule? Or could these two first airmail stamps not be differentiated from the  
new series? Or did they say airmail stamps are airmail stamps, period? Or did they make it possible for  

collectors to send yet another letter with the stamps not invalidated after March 1, 1923? Who knows more  

about it?  

After March 1, 1923, in 18 cases the 30-Rp. airmail stamp was canceled without objection, and of  

these, in 8 cases was even counted toward postage, though they were really no longer valid.  

Just now, I discovered a letter of December 1920 on which the 30-Rp. stamp was affixed as addi-
tional postage to a local letter but was not counted. The letter was marked postage due, with the lacking  

4.5 Rp. rounded to 5 Rp. (Fig. 9).  

Fig. 7. Registered letter of December 6, 1920 from Siebnen 
with the 30-Rp. airmail stamp as single franking to an illegible 
address in Switzerland. The postage adds up exactly: regular 
postage 15 Rp. and registration fee of 15 Rp. This is the only 
cover known to me with a single franking of F1 whose postage 
was exactly correct. This letter was illustrated in SBZ 11/2007. 
It also should be mentioned here again that the Luftpost label 
does not belong on this letter. It was first issued in 1922 and 
was affixed after the fact. It makes the letter therefore not as 
valuable. 

Fig. 8. Registered official card from the International Flug-
meeting in Zürich of Sept. 6, 1922 from Zürich 3, flown by Ad 
Astra from Zürich via Constance and Nürnberg to Berlin with 
arrival cancel of Berlin Luftpost Sept. 9, 1922 at 10:00 a.m. 
The card is franked with 98.5 Rp. in regular stamps (overprint 
series), 48.5 Rp. on the front and 50 Rp. on the back, and 
both 30- and 50-Rp. airmail stamps, together 178.5 Rp. The 
postage at that time was 25 Rp for cards , 40 Rp. for registra-
tion, and 25 Rp. for the airmail surcharge, together 90 Rp. 
The F1 and F2 were not necessary for the postage, but in 
Zürich were postmarked as usual with the special cancel. 
They were indeed still valid. 
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Who has further letters or cards in the collection with a rejected F1 with or without postage due  

marking? Please send me a good color photocopy. It must also be established that very few letters exist  

with a block of four of F1s that did not lead to over-franking.  

Lörrach-Frankfurt route of 1920  
See Figs. 1-4 on pages 1 and 2 (where they can be in color!).  

F1 on various routes or without air transport  

See Figs. 5-13 on pages 10, 15, and 16.  

(Continued on page 15)  

Summary of the number of used F1s on letters or cards  

A) In my inquiries I found copies of the following numbers of examples with the F1 within  

the period of validity up to March 1, 1923:  
a) Copies of examples flown (and not flown) on the Lörrach-Frankfurt route:  

Number of examples  
1920 	November 	 53  

December 	 92  
1921 	January to December 	 82  
1922/23 	to March 1, 1923 	 4  

total 	 231  

b) CFRNA Strassbourg-Prague-Warsaw line (F1 counted)  

1920 	to Prague 	 2 examples  
1921/22 	 11 examples  
to Warsaw 	 1 example  

c)Toulouse-Morocco route 1920/21 	 3 examples  

d) Paris-London route1921 	 3 examples  

Geneva-Ziirich-Niirnberg route:  
e1)flown to Nurnberg 	 one counted 	1 example  
e2) to Nurnberg and Berlin, the F1 not counted 	 1 example  

e3)between Geneva and Zurich as additional postage 	4 examples  

c) to e1): the F1 (30 Rp.) was fully or partially counted toward the postage  

f)F1 used 1920-1923 in domestic or foreign mail up to March 1, 1923 counted fully or partially to- 
ward postage 	 10 examples (4 domestic, 6 foreign)  

The F1 used as additional postage 	 18 examples (9 domestic, 9 foreign)  

B) Examples with F1 outside its period of validity (from March 1, 1923 until 1932)  

g)F1 fully or partially counted toward postage 	 8 examples (5 domestic, 3 foreign)  
h)F1 as additional franking 	 10 examples (7 domestic, 3 foreign)  

including one Zeppelin cover from Sept./Oct. 1924 to New York  

i)F1 not counted, marked postage due 	 1 example (from 1920)  
total evaluated 	 303 examples  
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issue carries an informative article on privately  In Other Journals  printed postal stationery of the Ofenfabrik - yes,  

	

by George Struble 	oven factory - in Sursee.  

	

Our sister journals have published some 	 The 5-6 (May-June) issue of the  Schweizer  

excellent articles lately. For example: 	 Breifmarken Zeitung (SBZ)  includes two excellent  
articles by Jean-Louis Emmenegger. The first  

	

In the October and November 2010 issue of 	deals with censorship; the second tells about  

	

the  Helvetia Philatelic Society Newsletter, there is 	Ernest Failloubaz, "the flying kid" (he was 18 in  

	

a nice article by Ken Reeves on mail carried on 	1910, but looked younger), the centenary of whose  

	

Walter Mittelholzer flights in 1924 to 1934. 	exploits has been celebrated this year. This is one  

	

Mittelholzer was especially a pioneer of aerial 	of several fine articles on early Swiss aeronautics  

	

photography, and he played a large role in the 	in the SBZ this year.  
1931 formation of SWISSAIR  

	

The November and December issues of the 	
My curiosity was excited by an account by  

Karl Louis in the September 2010  SBZ  of an  

	

HPS Newsletter also include a good article by Fred 	archive of a merchant in leeches (!), whose  

	

Hoadley on "Mail by Rail." As part of the 	correspondence from 1850 was recently discovered.  

	

description of the historical development, Hoadley 	The envelopes include mixed frankings of Rayons  

	

includes a pointer to a website that has a number 	and earlier  stamps!  
of 	useful 	maps 	of 	early 	routes:  
www.chriguseisenbahnseiten.ch/bahnnetz.html 	 Aerophilatelists like me label as  must read  

an article by Hugo Ruoss on the flights by CFRNA  

	

The  Liechtenstudy Newsletter, published 	(later CIDNA) in the winter of 1920 and 1921.  

	

just up the road from me by my friend Paul 	That airline initiated the Strasbourg-Prague  

	

Tremaine in Dundee, Oregon, includes a regular 	airmail route in 1920.  
feature "The Specialist." The 2010 issues cover the  

	

varieties of early Liechtenstein stamps, with tables 	 Jean-Louis Emmenegger has an article in  

and good illustrations. 	 the November 2010 SBZ on reply postal cards,  
from their inception in Switzerland in 1885 until  

	

The  Ganzsachensammler, under its new 	they were withdrawn in 1969.  
editor, Albrik Wiederkehr, now prints  all  of its  
illustrations in color. 	The June 2010 issue 	 If you think we should publish translations  

	

includes a good article by Georges Schild on hotel 	of any of these articles in  TELL, tell me; we may  

	

post on postal stationery. The November 2010 	be able to fulfill your wish!  
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Plan to attend/exhibit at these AHPS  
conventions and shows:  

June 3-5, 2011: NAPEX — Washington, DC;  
Contact Cheryl Ganz cherylganz@yahoo.com .  
See November 2010  TELL,  page 3.  

Apr. 27-29, 2012: WESTPEX — San Francisco,  
CA  

2013: TEXPEX — Dallas, TX  

The American Helvetia Philatelic Society  
(AHPS) is a non-profit educational organ-
ization with IRS 501(c)3 status. AHPS is  
dedicated to the advancement of Swiss  
philately and building a community of  
members who share an interest in Swiss  
philately.  

TELL is the primary means of communication  
among AHPS members. The goals of  TELL  
are  
• inform its readers about Swiss philately  
• support the activities of AHPS  
• provide publishing opportunities for  

research in Swiss philately  
• serve needs of AHPS members  
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Fig. 9. Express letter of Dec. 24, 1920 to Fraülein Anna 
Zwipfer, Luzern, with 5 Rp. postage due. The franking in-
cludes 35.5 Rp. in Pro Juventute and Tell boy stamps plus 
the 30-Rp. airmail stamp. The local letter postage plus Ex-
press cost 40 Rp. Because the F1 was not counted, the post-
age was lacking 4.5 Rp., rounded to 5 Rp. 

Seldom found on Cover (3)  
(Continued from page 11)  

Also known is a larger yellow Zeppelin cover  
with an F1 as over-franking, postmarked in Frie-
drichshafen on September 4, 1924 and flown on the  
Zeppelin Z.R. 3 (LZ126) from October 12 to 15, 1924  
to New York.  

In my research I have also come across an  

airmail letter stamped "ZURICH FLUGPOST *  
27.I.23.13 *" addressed from Zurich to Lloyd Luft-
dienst G.m.b.h. (Lloyd air service) in Bremen with  

arrival stamp "Bremen Luftpost 28.1.23" franked  
with, among others, a 30-Rp. airmail stamp. Any-
one can see for himself and establish in the Luftpost  
Handbook p. 496 (LZH2) that this postmark was  
first used after Sept. 30, 1923. Also, the arrival  

stamp does not correspond with the Bremen airmail  
cancel illustrated in Michel. Moreover, in the win-
ter of 1922-1923 there was no airmail service from  

Zurich. Hence watch out! This letter has not been  
recognized as "manipulation" even by two well-
known Swiss experts. The falsifications, e.g. the  
backdated postmark, were not recognized. The  
temptation was also great at that time, to construct a letter with the F1, since the value on a cover is about  

ten times larger than as a mint F1  
stamp.  

An Excursion to  
Stans in 2012?  
The stamp show in Stans,  
Switzerland (near Luzern) on  
October 4 to 7, 2012 will be a  
Level I show; those happen  
only every three years. If a  
bunch of us went, we could  
have a good time. And enjoy  
Switzerland! Start thinking  
about it!  

Fig. 10. 	Letter from 
Leysin 1 to Yorks, Eng-
land with a 10-Rp. Tell 
plus the 30-Rp. airmail 
stamp, hence fully 
counted. The postage 
was 40 Rp. 

Fig. 11. Registered letter for the special flight with special 
cancellation “International Aviation Meeting Geneva” of May 
31, 1925 with attest from R. Bohler: “Airmail stamp used 
after its expiration, but was fully accepted for the necessary 
postage of 55 Rp.” 
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Fig. 12. 	Airmail letter of October 8, 1924 from 
Grosshöchstetten via Basel to Paris on the Imperial Airways 
line, with franking 50 Rp. of the UPU 50 th  anniversary and a 
30-Rp. F1. 30 Rp. regular postage and 25 Rp. for the airmail 
surcharge were needed, thus 5 Rp. of the F1 was counted. 

Fig. 13. Card from Basel to Erbrach with special cancel 
“Gordon Bennett Wettfliegen Ballon-Luftpost” of Sept. 25, 
1932, carried by balloon to Ebrach in Steigerwald. The post-
age of one franc was the same for domestic and international 
cards. Here the card was franked with two 30-Rp. and one 
50-Rp. airmail stamps for a total of Fr. 1.10; all three stamps 
were counted. 

With this I close this chapter, and thank all for the photocopies forwarded to me.  

design. While printing the first 1 Rappen stamps,  

The "Rayed Star" 	 the printer Stämpfli realised that the radiating  
star became quickly filled-in with printing ink and  

Your once-in-a-lifetime opportu- 	resulted in poor print quality. The printer had al- 
nity to buy a once-in-a-lifetime 	ready produced 1.36 Million of the 1 Rappen  

stamps as they made their client, the "Oberpost- 
stamp 	 direktion", aware of the issue. It was decided to  

Heinz Katcher (who died in 2009), the most 	remove the central star on every printing plate to  

distinguished stamp dealer of Swiss stamps in 	enable the remaining values to be printed on a  

England, experienced the greatest day in his phila- 	white background using the letterpress (relief  

telic career at the end of 1979. As he was rummag- 	printing) process.  

ing through an unsorted selection of Postage Dues, 	 The printing sheet of the 5 Rappen "Rayed  
he discovered the "Rayed Star", a stamp which still 	Star" stamp contained 200 stamps, which were  
remains the only known example. 	 separated into sheets of 50 stamps for use in Post  

In 1878 the Swiss Post engaged the Ber- 	Office counters. It is probable that one sheet of 50  

nese printer "Stämpfli" to produce a series of Post- 	stamps accidentally (or as a result of a print test  

age Dues. The lead time was rather short as the 	sheet), found its way to the postmaster Gottlieb  
first day of sale had already been set for July 1, 	Haberlin in the tiny parish of Bissegg. Being such  

1878. The stamps were printed in 2 steps: first the 	a small parish, Bissegg didn't need too many Post- 
background design followed by the value (between 	age Dues, and it can be assumed that many of  

1 Rappen and 500 Rappen) in a second step. The 	these "faulty" stamps remained unused, and may  

original plan was not to produce the whole contract 	even have been returned to Bern to be destroyed  
with a white background, but with a radiating star 	on the emission of green Postage Dues in 1883. It  

is also probable that the majority of the 5 Rappen  
stamps which were correctly used were destroyed  

by the recipient in annoyance of having to pay the  
penalty tax!  

133 years after its creation and 32 years af-
ter its discovery, the rarest Swiss stamp is now  
looking for a new owner. It will be offered on Feb-
ruary 3-5 in the Rölli Auctions in Luzern, Switzer-
land (www.roelliphila.ch ).  
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